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Applied anatomy 
• Upper motor neuron disease: 

if lesion is above pyramid, effect is contralateral; if below 
pyramid –ipsilateral 
Sudden: flaccid hemiplegia 

spastic hemiparesis involving loss of tendon reflex,    
muscle tone. 

After effects: Muscle tone increases progressively 
Spasticity ( hyperflexia) 

Absence of abdominal reflexes 
• Lower motor neuron disease: 

Weakness 
Wasting 
Loss of tendon reflex 
Fasciculation 
Fibrillations 


